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‘The Great Hour Struck’ strikes readers as a great read

By SUE HORNOF

For a novelist, there likely is nothing
more satisfying than holding a copy of that
first book in print — except, perhaps, soak-
ing up favorable reviews from those who
have read it.

That must be the case for West County
resident Gary Varner, author of “The Great
Hour Struck™ {(iUniverse, 2009),

Readers posting on Amazon.com claim
1o have lost sleep over Varner's historically
accurate World War IT novel — not because
the book is disturbing, but because they
cannot put it down.

New York Times bestselling novelist
Robert Vaughan wrote in an endorsement
that the novel “grabs the reader with the
opening chapler and drags him, non-stop
through the story.” Vaughan described the
tale as “gritty and human with compelling
characters and an intriguing plot.”

Vamer chose his lopic because of a long-
standing fascination with World War 11,
but the reader need not be a World War 11
enthusiast to appreciate his book.

“My novel is accurate historical fiction,
yet from readers’ reviews it seems that the
men read it for the combat action, military
camaraderie and historical setting,” Varner
said. “The women readers say that the love

story draws them in, and they say they
can't put it down because they're emotion-
ally connected in the characters and caught
up in the human drama.”

Varner said that he believes his novel is
unique in that it takes readers on a vicari-
ous journey with memorable characters
living out astounding historical events.

“In my opinion, much recent World War
IT fiction seems to read in one of two ways
= dry and wooden, but obviously writien by
a military history expert, or vividly written
with memorable characters, yel ignorant
or dismissive of critical historical events
or details,” Varner said. “Both fall short of
being quality historical fiction.”

“The Great Hour Struck™ opens in rural
England and London, in the wecks lead-

ing up to D-Dayv. When the “great hour”

strikes on June 6, 1944, the story moves to
Normandy.

Readers have told Varner that his set-
tings — an English village schoolhouse,
Kensington Gardens, multiple D-Day sites,
a Soviet factory, etc. = read as though he
hias been there. That is because he has.

“Several years ago, as an aspiring ideal-
istic novelist, [ set a standard for myself - 1
would not write a scene or setting unless
I"ve personally walked there,” Varner said.

“I've since leamed that this is something
surprisingly few novelists actually do, but
I wouldn’t want it any other way.”

Walking a setting helps Varner bring that
setting to life.

“To walk a setting, like London’s Water-
loo Train Station during rush hour, helps
me to write about it in a more vivid sense,
imagining my characters there 65 vears
ago. And it’s not just visual — [ go there to
experience the sounds, the smells, the soil
and plants, the whole foreign and unique
sensory ambiance,” Vamer said, adding
that his “day job™ takes him overscas where
he finds time “to walk battlefields, alk o
villagers, visit museums and discover fas-
cinating settings.”

“The Great Hour Struck”™ docs have a
local connection, mostly to The Hill neigh-
borhood in St. Louis and to the Missoun
Ozarks, which play into the backgrounds
ol key characters. The sequel will hit even
closer to home.

“In the sequel, T will introduce a charac-
ter from West County and some interesting
historical references to West Countys role
during World War I1,” Varner said.

Varner is at work on the sequel, which
readers have been asking for.

“I just ask for a little patience from read-
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“The Great Hour Struck,” by Gary Vamer, has
garnered rave reviews,

ers,” Varner said. “Novel publication is a
painfully slow process.”



